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LEADING WITH VISION 

Dear Families, Friends, Faculty, Staff, Alums, and Alumni Families,

When we look ahead for Springmont, we must consider what and who we 
want to become as a school community. In the picture book The Spyglass: 
A Story of Faith by Richard Paul Evans, an old traveler comes upon a 
kingdom that is run down, its people hungry, tired, and full of complaints 
about their hardships. The traveler stops at the castle and asks to spend 
the night in return for helping the king understand the problems in his 
kingdom. The next morning, the traveler lends the king his spyglass and 
asks him to look out over his kingdom. Instead of the barren, windswept 
fields and people hunched over at their tasks, he sees lush crops, children 
playing, and people happily engaged in their work. However, when the 
king puts down the spyglass, the land returns to its previous state. He 
sighs and says, “Nothing has changed.”  The traveler responds, “No, 
change requires work. But one must see before doing.” [Adapted from 
The Power of Our Words by Paula Denton].

What do we see for our school when we look through the spyglass? And 
then how do we make it so? Springmont is already an amazing school, in 
no way like the kingdom described in the book I have referenced, but it is 
a community of people seeking to learn and grow with goals we want to 
work towards, even as there are aspects that anchor us and should 
remain unchanged.

Setting a vision for a school isn’t the work of one person; rather, it is 
the shared work of the community. We must know our history, ground 
ourselves in our values, tell our stories, and consider what is possible for 
our future. While our community knows itself best, it is often helpful to 
bring in guides to help set and realize our vision. Our “traveler” comes 
in the form of two consultants, Abbi De Lessio and Marc Frankel from 
Triangle Associates. 

Our strategic planning work begins with data collection on Springmont 
and the Atlanta education market and incorporates listening sessions 
and a strategic planning forum to hear from members of our community 
- parents, students, employees, and alums and their families. Listening 
sessions will be held on Monday & Tuesday, November 11th & 12th and a 
strategic planning forum will occur on Saturday, December 7th. We will 
all be asked to look through our spyglasses and together envision what 
Springmont can be. 
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“The child 
is both the 
hope and the 
promise of 
mankind.”

Maria Montessori

Once we set a vision as a community, we will need action steps that 
allow us to get there and accountability measures to keep us on track. 
Following through on our strategic plan is the responsibility of the Head 
of School and Board of Trustees but is carried out by each community 
member. Our day-to-day work will be guided and informed by this vision 
and plan, helping us make decisions, big and small.

We hope you will join us in our visioning work. We value your 
perspectives and ideas as we seek to build a bright future for 
Springmont School. Look for an email invitation to our listening sessions 
and strategic planning forum.  

With gratitude, 

Elizabeth Lener
Head of School

3



Dear Families, Friends, Faculty, Staff, Alums, and Alumni Families,

I am very proud to report that Springmont did very well this past school 

year and is well-positioned for the future. Our new Head of School, 

Elizabeth Lener, finished her first full year and has worked closely with 

the Board of Trustees to move forward on key initiatives and changes 

that will strengthen the school and our commitment to providing the 

finest Montessori education for our children. Springmont is operationally 

and financially healthy. Last year, we were able to bring back all of our 

signature community events – The Springmont Festival & Montessori 

Mile, Field Day, our CommuUNITY Dinner, and the Auction, to name just 

a few. These events allow us to come together and show our support for 

the school and each other. Part of the success of a Montessori education 

is fully engaged parents, faculty, and administration, all working for 

the success of our children. It has been great to see us return to the 

pre-pandemic level of engagement that creates a positive and nurturing 

environment for our children and ourselves. In the 2024-25 school year, the 

school embarks on a renewed Strategic Planning process. Participation by 

all of us will ensure that the Strategic Plan reflects what we want to see for 

the future. So, when asked, please share your thoughtful feedback.  

Finally, as I reflect on two terms on the Board and my time as Board Chair, I 

want to thank my fellow trustees, Elizabeth, the faculty, staff, administrative 

teams, and all of you for your support. I have left my Trustee role but 

remain fully engaged as a parent. I look forward to wonderful things to 

come for Springmont, our community, and most of all, our children.  

Sincerely, 

Joe Colonna

Chair 2023-24 Board of Trustees 
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“The great gifts 
we can give 
our children 
are the roots of 
responsibility 
and the 
wings of 
independence.”

Maria Montessori 
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LEGACY CIRCLE
Jeffrey & Shery Clark
Gabriel & Robin Steagall 

FOUNDER’S CIRCLE
Carryn Quibell & Mark Heather

TRUSTEES CIRCLE
Joe & Ann Colonna
Jason & Megan Hakerem
The Darrell and Patricia Steagall  
     Family Foundation

CORNERSTONE CIRCLE
Will Johnson
Rudy & Rosa Rojas

1963 CIRCLE
Brian & Kim Burns
Paula Larson
Stephen & Melissa Martin
Hamilton & Kristen Williams
David & Amanda Ziegler

THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR DONORS    2022-2023

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE

ANNUAL FUND
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Benefactors	
David & Cecilia Campos
Gregg & Natalie Codelli
Jose Garcia-Contreras
Joao P.  & Janaina Godoi
William Johnson
Brian & Sarah Knott
Greg & Johanna Lamps
Allison & Hank Meisinger
Amit Nayak & Catherine Fahidin
Andrew Ritterskamp & MySha Whorley
Paul Sanders & Maraym Haddad
Chris & Wendy Sandvi
George Soba

Scholars	
Ariana Ali
Turner & Rachel Bailey
David Delaney
Foundation For The Charlotte Jewish 
Community
Elliott & Heather Friedman
Laura Gibson & David Moski
Kaveh  & Margaret Khajavi
Kathleen & Craig Phelps
Kimberly & Chris Shorter
John & Wen Yen Voytko
Hailey & Casey Wagner
YourCause LLC

Patrons	
Amy & Kerry Senna
Andrea & Alberto Sierra
Anonymous
Box Tops for Education
Chris & Rachel Hamilton
Claudio & Perrine Gallardo
David & Nyda Francolini

Debbie Benk
Doug & Dara Smith
Erica & Evan DeLaney
Eva & Benjamin Spahn
Frances & Luther Randall
Jeff & Whitney Bolle
Joel Johnson & Vidhi Shah
Katalin Egyed & Mamunur Rahman
Madeline & Tyson Simmons
Masha & Matt Dunn
Maurice Zadeh
Muriel Whorley
Nathan & Sarah Fox
Nigel & Desiree Spain
Osorio Family
Peter  & Madeleine Simmons
Publix Super Markets, Inc.
Rachel Hsu
Raluca Lazar & Gheorghe Carnaru
Sarah & Adam Lazarus
Tim Campbell

Friends	
Ann & James Van Buskirk
Anna Thomas-Ingram & William Cliett
Anonymous
Brenda Toone
Camila Silva-Smoak & Tyler Smoak
Carlisha & Andrew Gentles
Chris Cone
Christine & Kevin Ward
Chuck Eldred
CyberGrants, LLC
David Frasure
Davis Sharp 
Ellen Clifton
Erin & Chris Loonam
Evan & Kaliegh Landrum

Fred & Leslie Wachter
Glenn Colville
Heather Danaceau & Patrick Smith
Heather & Shane South
Holly & Brad Kaufman
Inessa Fishman & Stephen Best
James Fleming
James Gibson
Jd & Kali Sharp
Jennifer & David Carr
Jonathan & Kate MacQueen
Judy Musicer
Julie Strickland
Justin & Sarah Smith
Kathryn & Corey Agee
Kathy Senna
Katrina & Chris Lore
Kazem Maiwand
Kevin Murphy
Kylie & Scott McMaster
Laurel Halper
Lauren Blosser Stevenson
Linda Luther
Loida & Allen Underwood
Michael & Carmen Eisenstein
Nicole & Josh Benk
Pam Eskew
Patricia Jordan & Muse Sawyer
Patrick Smith
Paul & Rebecca Oberman
Renea Schunk
Sam & Traci Newman
Shelly & Joe Dursun
Theresa Dean
Thomson Chuites
Varsha Vanmali
Victoria & Mike FitzSimons
Zaiba Farooqui



REVENUE & SUPPORT

Net Tuition.................................................................... $ 5,626,022.00 
Contributions/Fundraising...................................$86,023.29 
Ancillary Programs.......................................................$251,463.41
Other**........................................................................................$137,012.30 
Total Revenue & Support............................$6,100,521.00

Instructional Program.......................................$ 4,037,853.00    
Facilities................................................................................$ 366,118.00    
General & Administration..............................$ 1,384,825.00    
Total Expenses........................................................$5,788,796.00   

Net Operating Value.............................................$311,725.00     	

* Other Income includes $92,846 in Stable Grants received throughout FY ’23.  In the financial statements prepared for 22-23, the classification of 
Stable grants was moved from Other Income to Contributions/Fundraising.  Fiscal Year 22-23 also includes $14,921 of proceeds received from the 
Montessori Mile. ** Net Operating Revenue does not include Interest Income or other Investment Gains/Losses.  In 22-23 this was $48,512.

EXPENSES

Andrea Torres & Alberto Sierra
Bolle Family
Brenda Toone 
Campos Rocha
Colonna Family
Hakerem Family
Keromytis Family 
Kristen & George Williams II
Lamps Family
Landrum Family
Larson Family
Lazarus Family
Livesay Family
Marcellino de Godoi
Meisinger Family
Nayak Family
Panessa Family
Powills Family
Rosa Arce & Rodolfa Daza
Saeed Family
Sanders Family
Sandvi Family
Santos Family
Voytko Family
William Johnson
Wolfersberger Family
Zeigler Family

APOGEE

Amazon Web Services  •  Chubb Insurance  •  Coca Cola Foundation  •  Deloitte  •  State Farm

MATCHING GIFTS

7

“The education of even a 
small child, therefore, does 
not aim at preparing him for 
school, but for life. 

Maria Montessori 



LEGACY CIRCLE	
The Darrell and Patricia Steagall 
Family Foundation

FOUNDER’S CIRCLE	
Megan & Jason Hakerem

TRUSTEE’S CIRCLE	
Joe & Ann Colonna
Brianna Datri & Peyton Palaia
Leandro & Carol Santos

1963 CIRCLE
Akiko Chinone & Chris Gray
Craig & Kathleen Phelps
Katalin Egyed & Mamunur Rahman
Chris & Wendy Sandvi
Elizabeth Lener & 
     Robert Stachowiak
Chris & Kimberly Shorter

THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR DONORS    2023-2024

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE

ANNUAL FUND

Fiscal year 23-24 final revenue, support and expense figures will be released at the completion of annual audit review.  
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Benefactors	
Antonio & Ebony Cleveland
Andrew & Carlisha Gentles
Joao Paulo & Janaina Godoi
Joel Johnson & Vidhi Shah
Allison & Hank Meisinger
David & Maria Steinbrink
Abby & Daniel Vines
MySha Whorley & Andrew Ritterskamp

Scholars	
Turner & Rachel Bailey 
Lenora Borchardt
Sheryl & Jeffrey Clark 
Brooke Correa & Mike Watt
Elliott Friedman
Elizabeth Keromytis
Christy Malko
Michaela Peterson
Andrea & Steven Restifo
John & Wenyen Voytko
Henk Werner

Patrons	
Masha & Masha Dunn
Rachel Hsu
Bradley Kaufman
Jonathan & Katherine MacQueen
Behzad Nabavi & Santa-Maria Mendoza
Osorio Family
Anonymous
Karen Poyser
Jehan Ruffin
Maryam Haddad  & Paul Sanders
Aarati Subramaniam & Ankur Gupta

Friends	
Anonymous
Taylor Adams
Izaskun Ayestaran
Kate & James Ball
Lana Barham
Nathalie & Jon Blanchard
Anabel Brcek
Tim & Sharon Campbell
Anneliese Camrud
David & Jennifer Carr
Thomson Chuites
Ellen Clifton
Blanca Cuin Aparicio
Evan & Erica DeLaney
Alison Dougherty
Lexi Duckworth
Megan Estrada
Isaac Ezemba
Zaiba Farooqui
Allwyn Fitzpatrick
Victoria  & Mike FitzSimons
Marsha Fleming
Cara & John Friedline
Kelcy Gatson
Lily Ghavi & Ali Kazeneh
Carissa Gibson
Rebecca Giddens & Matthew Manning
Antonia Greene
Selena & Tyleeshia Hamer
Catherine Hessing
Katie Humphreys
Toshia Johnson
Patricia Jordan & Muse Sawyer
Maureen & Tim Kiely

Kimberly Kite-Powell
Lina & John Koenig
Evan Landrum
Bryan Langbord & Sarah Griffiths
Sarah & Adam Lazarus
Christopher & Erin Loonam
Carolina Lopez
Sam & Traci Newman
Tiffany Orem
Shalini Patel
Sharon & Nick Powills
Kimberly Robinson
Amy & Kerry Senna
Remzije Shala
Dajar Showers
Elaine Smith
Gretchen Stamps
Julie Strickland
Heather & Shane South
Claire Tadeo
Ayanna Talton
Brenda Toone
Rosanne Tricoles & Glenn Colville
Loida & Allen Underwood
Ann & James Van Buskirk
Destiny Walker
Leslie& Fred Wachter
Marianna & Kevin Wildes
Jay Williams
Skye Williams
Michelle & Gabe Wolfersberger
Haideny Xonthe

“We can only 
better humanity 
through the child.”

Maria Montessori



Catherine Fahidin & Amit Nayak
Colonna Family
Hakerem Family
Johnson Family
Keitt Family
Keromytis Family
Lamps Family
Landrum Family
Elizabeth Lener & Robert Stachowiak
Janaina Galvani Godoi & Joao Paula Marcellino de Godoi
Martin Family

Phelps Family
Karen Poyser
Maryam Haddad & Paul Sanders
Sandvi Family
Santos Family
Shah Family
Andrea Torress & Alberto Sierra
George Soba
Voytko Family
Wolfersberger Family
Zeigler Family

APOGEE

Aaron’s Foundation 
Bank of America Charitable Foundation, Inc.
Chubb Foundation
Deloitte

Front Stream
Publix Super Markets, Inc.
State Farm
The Coca-Cola Company

MATCHING GIFTS

“The goal of early 
childhood education 
should be to activate 
the child’s own natural 
desire to learn.”

Maria Montessori
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THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR DONORS    2023-2024

Corey Agee
Jaycina Almond
Mary Atkinson
Seth Bader
Kate & James Ball
Liliana Bejarano
Stephen Best
Rinku & Pushpesh Bhargava
Jennifer Blake
Nathalie Blanchard
Cecilia & Robert Botello
Jauan Bowens
David Bowers
Scott Bowers
Eva Brooks
Lilian Bryan
Kim & Brian Burns
Christine Butler
Vena Cain
Sharon & Tim Campbell
Jennifer & David Carr
Marquesha Carr Johnson
Thomson Chuites
Rachel Clark
Sheryl & Jeff Clark
Ebony & Antonio Cleveland
Ellen Clifton
Asa Clough
Ann & Joe Colonna
Christine Cone
Dominick Cormier
Heather Danaceau
Theresa Dean
Erica Delaney
Nona & Navid Derakhshan
Omid Derakhshan
Donna Desalvo
Anupa Deshpande
Katrina & Jeff Dinkle
Katherine Divjak
Alison Dougherty
Laura Drucker
Lexi Duckworth
Masha & Matt Dunn

Carmen Eisenstein
Isaac Ezemba
Zaiba Farooqui
Inessa Fishman
Tori Fitzsimons
Marsha Fleming
Jeanie Fox
Patra Francis
Nyda & David Francolini
Cara Friedline
Elliott Friedman
Jose Garcia-Contreras
Kelcy Gatson
Carlisha & Andrew Gentles
Zayn Gerakitis
Lily Ghavi
Carissa Gibson
Laura Gibson
Rebecca Giddens
Danielle Gilman
Janaina Galvani Godoi & 
     Joao Paula Godoi
Antonia Greene
Ankur Gupta
Melissa Hagen
Megan & Jason Hakerem
Satira Hall
Christi Halverson
Selena Hamer
Emily Gauthier & James Haug
Hazel Hawk
Ben Henderson
Mandy Hirsch
Roxanna Hollosi
Maryann Ingham
Veronica Isban
Grady Jarrett
Vidhi Shah & Joel Johnson
Will Johnson
Toshia Johnson
Bert Jones
Laura Jones
Patricia Jordan
Carolyn Karim

Ali Kazeneh
Sue Kearney
Elizabeth Keromytis
Liv Kiely
Maureen & Tim Kiely
Melissa Kinnebrew
Kimberly Kite-Powell
Sarah & Brian Knott
Veronica & Kevin Koons
Johanna & Greg Lamps
Kaleigh & Evan Landrum
Sarah Lazarus
Angela Lichauco
Stephen Little
Katrina Lore
Kristin & Ross Maiwand 
Veronica & John Mansour
Sarah Maxwell
Alison Mckinley
Lauren & Saumil Mehta
Allison & Hank Meisinger
Stephanie Menon
Kathryn Miller Agee
Zipporah Mmereole
Douglas Moski
Azita Nekooi
Sam Newman
Tiffany Orem
Livia Osorio
Yoosun Park
Michaela & David Peterson
Kathleen & Craig Phelps
Abigail Pourloukakis
Karen Poyser
Schuyler Queen
Carryn Quibell
Frances Randall
Andrea & Steven Restifo
Jessica Reynolds
MySha Whorley & 
     Andrew Ritterskamp
Roza Rivanshokooh
Rosa & Rudy Rojas
Vanessa Ross

Jehan Ruffin
Maryam Sanders
Carolina Sandrin Werner
Wendy & Chris Sandvi
Carol & Leandro Santos
Muse Sawyer
Aaron Schouest
Rachel & Cort Seeger
William Seidel
Amy & Kerry Senna
Paras & Priti Shah
Remzije Shala
Kim & Chris Shorter
Dajar Showers
Kristin Smith
George Soba
Elizabeth Lener & 
     Robert Stachowiak
Gretchen Stamps
Maria Steinbrink
Lauren Stevenson
Julie Strickland
Aarati Subramaniam
Claire Tadeo
Ayanna Talton
Aja Thorpe
Stephanie Tinley
Brenda Toone
Lise Tousignant
Roseanne Tricoles
Ann & James Van Buskirk
Ravi Vanmali
Abby Vines
Leslie Wachter
Destiny Walker
Christine Ward
Justin Watson
Laura Weiss
Bahar Zadeh
Maurice Zadeh
Amanda Zeigler

AUCTION



Dear Families, Friends, Faculty, Staff, Alums, and Alumni Families,

I hope you feel as excited as I am about Springmont’s 61st school year 

and our collective opportunity to continue to build and strengthen 

Springmont’s future. Today’s Springmont is a powerful place. We are 

capable of sparking discovery, learning, and high achievement for a 

diverse and inclusive array of students. If we all pull together, tomorrow’s 

Springmont can be even more.

I am so pleased with the success of the 2023-24 Springmont Fund 

campaign and the improvements to campus infrastructure and programs 

it has already funded. With over $120,000 raised and our awesome annual 

auction tradition renewed, our 60th year was one to remember! 

Whereas tuition signifies the great value we place on today’s Springmont 

experience for our own children, contributions to the annual fund are our 

down payment on the future value of tomorrow’s Springmont experience. 

We pay it forward to enable a more diverse population of students to 

experience Springmont, to develop and retain great educators, to enhance 

Springmont programmatic offerings, and to build the facilities that support 

a top-notch Montessori education for the 21st century. 

It’s my honor to chair a Board of Trustees who aspire to lead Springmont 

to even greater heights. Our 2024-25 Springmont Fund goal is 100% 

family participation. We also aim to inspire more major gifts to this 

extraordinary school. 

We embrace this exciting challenge with a smile, and your contributions 

suggest you do, too. Thank you for your contributions to the 2023-24 

Springmont Fund. I look forward to seeing you on campus!

Sincerely, 

Will Johnson

Chair 2024-25 Board of Trustees
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Dear Families, Friends, Faculty, Staff, Alums, and Alumni Families,

As I reflect on my first year at Springmont School, I am moved by all 

the ways the Springmont School community has demonstrated its 

extraordinary spark.

One of my earliest memories of experiencing this spark was witnessing 

the entire community come together for the 2023 Springmont Festival 

& Montessori Mile. It brought me incredible joy to see the smiles of 

people racing up the hill and down again, to witness parents fellowship, 

to see middle schoolers organizing and managing the festival and 

everyone chatting about the chili, and to welcome alums who share 

such fondness for their dear school. Meeting our farm animals and 

watching students care for them was also endearing. The spark of 

Springmont is apparent every day in the eyes of our students as they 

make new discoveries, develop their passion for learning, and find their 

places in the world. The spark is evident in the classrooms with teachers 

and assistants who care deeply for our students and demonstrate 

a commitment to authentic Montessori education. The spark shines 

brightly when parents volunteer at the Montessori Mile, CommUNITY 

Dinner, and auction and for classroom presentations, gardening days, 

book fairs, and so much more. 

But it was in preparing for the auction that I truly saw the spark. You 

showed up in your denim and diamonds, and you gave. You also gave 

to the Springmont Fund and through Apogee to support Financial 

Assistance. Thank you for your generous donations and for your Gifts 

of Time. Thank you for welcoming me into the Springmont community 

and working with me to continue the extraordinary legacy that is 

Springmont, Atlanta’s First Montessori School.  

I also want to thank you in advance for your part in Springmont’s 

continued success. Each contribution is important and valued. Our 

community’s engagement in all aspects of Springmont indicates to me 

that we are poised for another extraordinary 60 years!

With gratitude,

Karen Poyser

Director of Development & Alumni Relations



BOARD MEMBERS AND TRUSTEES   

Megan Hakerem, Head of School

Joe Colonna, Chair

MySha Whorley, Vice-Chair

JP Godoi, Treasurer

Sheryl Clark, Secretary

Brian Livesay

Leandro Santos

Wendy Sandvi

Sarah Lazarus

Will Johnson

Rudy Rojas

2022-2023 Board of Trustees

Will Johnson

Sarah Lazarus

Wendi Sandvi

2022-2023 Development Committee
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Elizabeth Lener, Head of School

Joe Colonna, Chair

MySha Whorley, Vice-Chair

JP Godoi, Treasurer

Sheryl Clark, Secretary

Antonio Cleveland

Andrew Gentles

Lily Ghavi

Joel Johnson

Will Johnson

Sarah Knott

Hank Meisinger

Kathleen Phelps

Rudy Rojas

Leandro Santos

Wendy Sandvi

Aarati Subramaniam

2023-2024 Board of Trustees

Antonio Cleveland

Andrew Gentles

Lily Ghavi

2023-2024 Development Committee
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